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CHICAGO, Oct. 25— Cook 
County State’s Attorney Ed- 
ward V. Hanrahan and 13 
other law enforcement officers 
were acquitted today of 
charges that they conspired to 
obstruct an investigation of 
the raid that killed two Black 
Panthers here nearly three 
years ago. 

Cook County Circuit Judge 
Philip Romiti ruled that a spe- 
cial prosecutor had failed to 
present evidence of a conspir- 
acy and directed the verdict of 
acquittal from the bench be- 
fore a packed courtroom. 

The family and friends of 
Hanrahan and his codefen- 
dants burst into applause. A» 
smiling Hanrahan later con- 
tended that the ruling vindi- 
cated the police who con- 
ducted the raid. 

The acquittal is expected to 
help the controversial, quick- 
tempered state’s attorney in 
his bid to win reelection next 
month in what has been re- 
garded as a close race with 
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the Republican challenger, 
Bernard Carey. 

The politically charged case 
had come to be viewed as a 
test of Hanrahan and his 
promise to be a tough law- 
and-order prosecutor. His role 
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has made him widely unpopu- 
lar in black communities but 
also has enabled him to at- 
tract support in suburban 
white neighborhoods that nor- 
mally vote Republican. 

Judge Romiti called it “one 
of those ‘damned if you do 
and damned if you don’t’ 
cases. The only question is 
which way is one going to be 
damned.” 

However, he found that dur- 
ing 14 weeks of testimony spe- 
cial prosecutor Barnabas 
Sears failed to produce evi- 
dence of a conspiracy. He de- 
scribed the case in this lan- 
guage: “An inference drawn 
from another inference which 
in turn is drawn from an in- 
ference — inferences pyramid- 
ing inferences — amount to not 
much more than conjecture 
and speculation.” . 

Sears seemed to have antici- 
pated the judge’s ruling. Sec-, 
onds after it was announced, 
he released printed copies of a 
statement that saitl: _ “The 


court has spoxen. it is my 
duty as a lawyer-participant in 
the case to treat that judg- 
ment of the court with re- 
spect.” 

Romiti said he was not judg- 
ing the conduct of the police 
officers who, early oh the 
morning of Dec. 4, 1969, burst 
into a Black Panther apart- 
ment and killed Fred Hamp- 
ton and Mark Clark. That 
i'sue was not before the court, 
h-; said. 

However, Hanrahan later 
appeared at a news conference 
with several of the raiding po- 
licemen and claimed that the 
evidence “showed the conduct 
of the police and the other de- 
fendants was lawful. - i - 

“The. -police certainly did 
not deserve the abuse and an- 
guish they and their families 
have endured for almost three 
years,” he said. 

“Rather, the courage of the 
police in doing their duty in 
the face of the Black Panth- 
ers’ armed resistance deserves 
the praise and thanks of every 
law-abiding citizen.” 

The indictment had charged 
that Hanrahan, his top assist- 
ant and 12 policemen had con- 
spired to obstruct justice dur- 


ing the investigation' of the 
raid in order to protect the 
raiders from prosecution. It 
charged that they conspired to 
“plant false evidence and fur- 
nish false information” as part 
of a' cover-up. 

Most of the charges in- 
volved alleged faulty investi- 
gation at the scene of the 
shootings and lax interroga- 
tions by the police depart- 
ment’s Internal Investigations 
Division. 

Hanrahan was accused of 
trying to influence public 
opinion by leaking inaccurate 
information to a newspaper 
and by presenting on local tel- 
evision a mock reenactment of 

the raid from the police point ' 
of view. 

Hanrahan had claimed the i 
police fired into the Panther' 
apartment only after being | 
met by bursts of gunfire. A [ 
subsequent FBI . investigation | 
determined that only one shot I 
was fired by the Panthers in-! 
side but that more than 80 i 
were' fired into their apart- j 
ment by the raiders. J 

But during the trial this ; 
summer, documents were pro- i 
duced that contradicted the 
Panther version. Statements 
from four of the surviving 
Panthers had been given ear- 
lier to their lawyers and were 
introduced into the trial rec-' 
ord. They said that at least : 
'five occupants of the apart- 
ment held weapons during the 
raid and that they had fired 
five shots. 

Politically, the indictment 
seemed at first to have ruined 
Hanrahan’s promising career.: 
Last winter, Mayor Richard J. - 
Daley dumped him from the 
Democratic slate in Cook 
County. But Hanrahan star- 
tled everyone by bucking the 
mayor and defeating his sub- 
stitute candidate in the pri- 
mary. 

Daley called the court de- 
cision “a lesson for all of us. 
We are sometimes too willing, 
too anxious to believe.” 

The mayor said he talked to 
Hanrahan by telephone and “I 
congratulated him.” Asked 
about the decision to unslate 
Hanrahan in the primary, he 
replied, “Well, it was just a 
mistake.” 

Hanrahan is now viewed as 
the probable next Democratic 
candidate for mayor if Daley 
decides not to seek reelection 
in 1975. 

The acquittal today should 
enhance his position. U.S. Sen. 
Adlai E. Stevenson had re- 
fused to support Hanrahan for 
reelection so long as he was 
under indictment. Stevenson’s 
office said today he will now 
support Hanrahan. 



